                        Cane River Waterway Commission

                                                Minutes
                                       October 18, 2016  

There was a regular meeting of the Cane River Waterway Commission held at 6:00 p.m., on October 18, 2016 at 244 Cedar Bend, Natchez, Louisiana.

The meeting was called to order and roll was called, the following members being present: Mrs. Vienne, Mr. Paige, Mr. Methvin, and Mr. Wiggins.

Also present were Patrol Persons Betty Fuller and Glynn Fuller and attorney Tommy Murchison.

Present as guests of the commission were Billy Benefield Jr., Mr. Charles Carruth, Chairman of the Soil and Water Conversation District, Sidney Evans, Mr. Danny Moore, and Mrs. Shelia Moore. 

Mr. Benefield addressed the commission regarding property damage he sustained to his trailer at the Washington Street landing.  After discussion the commission advised Mr. Benefield that the property belonged to the City of Natchitoches.  

Mr. Sidney Evans, Chairman of the Soil and Water Conversation District, addressed the commission regarding his request for support that was tabled  at the previous meeting.   The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Methvin, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote, the Commission authorized a $12,500.00 for the program with a follow up presentation in April 2017 showing the success of the program as it relates to Cane River Lake.  The Commission further authorized and directed Mr. Murchison to prepare a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the Cane River Waterway Commission and the Natchitoches Soil and Water Conversation District.  

Mrs. Fuller presented a Bid Tabulation Sheet from Denmon Engineering.  There were two bids submitted for the pumping station, one from Womack and Sons Construction GRP INC and one from Mcinnis Brothers Construction INC.   The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Wiggins, and unanimous vote, the Commission awarded the contract to the lowest responsive bidder, Womack and Sons Construction GRP INC in the amount of $3,919,360.00.  

Mrs. Fuller advised the commission that she attended a meeting regarding the condemned bridge at Shell Beach.  After discussion the commission tabled the issue to be reconsidered at the January 2017 meeting.

Mr. Paige advised the commission that he was looking into the Spillway matter with Swepco. 

The commission tabled discussion of employee mileage/vehicle issues until the November 15, 2016 meeting. 

Mr. Paige advised the commission regarding the status of the St. Augustine Church bank stabilization project.  

              The minutes of the September 20, 2016 meeting of the commission were presented.  The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion. Upon motion by Mr. Methvin, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote, the Commission approved the minutes of the September 20, 2016 meeting, as written.  

                Mrs. Fuller presented an invoice from Denmon Engineering for pumping project.  The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Methvin, seconded by Mr. Wiggins, and unanimous vote, the Commission authorized the $17,853.08 payment.

               Mr. Paige advised the commission that Mrs. Fuller was not notified of the fatality that happened on the lake.  He indicated his first notice was via facebook.   The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Methvin, and unanimous vote, the Commission approved a Resolution authorizing the Chairman to issue a letter to all agencies providing law enforcement or emergency response requesting immediate notification of incidents involving property damage or personal injury to the Commission through Mrs. Fuller.    

               Mrs. Fuller provided the treasurer’s report.  Mrs. Fuller further provided financials and invoices from Genworth Life in the amount of $1697.29, Cunningham in the amount of $2027.54, Charles Carruth in the amount of $27000.00, United States Coast Guard in the amount of $60.00, Paul’s Plumbing in the amount of $186.52, and Ducks Unlimited in the amount of $60.93.  The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Methvin, and unanimous vote the Commission approved the financial report and payment of bills.

               Mrs. Fuller presented gas, mileage, and activity logs for the period from September 19 – October 17, 2016, for the review of the Commission.  The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Wiggins, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote the Commission approved the logs for the period from September 19 – October 17, 2016.   

             Mrs. Fuller advised the commission that the Shoreline Recovery –Trees Phase II project has been completed.  After discussion the commission authorized Mrs. Fuller to move on to Phase V.

              Mrs. Fuller advised the commission that she has contacted several contractors regarding removal of trees from the lake associated with Phase III and IV, and has provided quote packets to those contractors.   She has received two quotes for phase III and IV of the Tree removal project from Charles Carruth and L&M Construction.  After discussion, the Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion, the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Wiggins, and unanimous vote the Commission authorized the quote from Charles Carruth in the amount of $27,000.00 for phase III of the tree removal project.  The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Methvin, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote, the Commission authorized the quote from Charles Carruth in the amount of $12,000.00 for phase IV of the tree removal project.

             Mrs. Fuller presented the water safety report.  She advised that the weather has made it challenging for lake vegetation control but she expects to wrap up vegetation control activities by end of October.  She further advised that there have been 5981 boating safety Id’s issued for the lake.  The Vice-Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Vice-Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Wiggins, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote the Commission approved the September 19-October 17, 2016 expenditure report. 


Mr. Fuller presented the Lake Safety Patrol report.  Current lake level is 97.6 MSL.  Cane River Patrol received one complaint, and issued three building permits.  There was one fatality that occurred on the lake.  Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries reported 0citations were issued on the lake.  Sheriff’s offices issued no citations or arrest.  

               The commission tabled Executive Session until November 15, 2016 meeting. 


There being no further business to come before the Board, upon motion by Mr. Methvin, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:   Betty Fuller  Date Approved:  November 15, 2016 
